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environment and the taxpayer. This initiative
makes Government work better and cost less.

NOTE: This statement was part of a White House
press release announcing the signing of Executive
Order 12902.

Nomination for the Board of
Directors of the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting
March 8, 1994

The President today announced his intent
to nominate Alan Sagner to the Board of Di-
rectors for the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting.

‘‘Alan Sagner is a motivated individual
whose talents and creativity will be a great
asset to the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting,’’ the President said. ‘‘I look forward
to his appointment.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on the Earned-Income Tax
Credit and an Exchange With
Reporters
March 9, 1994

The President. Thank you very much, Mr.
Vice President, other members of the admin-
istration.

The earned-income tax credit is an impor-
tant symbol of the core commitment of this
administration to promote the values of work
and family and community and to help peo-
ple who work hard and play by the rules.
It’s been the driving force of everything we
have tried to do since we took office, from
bringing the deficit down to working to help
create over 2 million jobs, health care reform
to welfare reform, all the other things we are
doing.

This earned-income tax credit can help to
improve the lives of working people all across
the country by lifting them above the poverty
line. You all know that millions and millions
of working people now have had stagnant
wages for virtually two decades, that more
and more people work hard and their wages
don’t keep up with inflation. The principle
behind what we are doing with the earned-

income tax credit is simple: If you work for
a living, you shouldn’t be in poverty.

This year across our Nation, 14 million
Americans will claim the credit when they
file their 1993 tax returns. So we know that
will help a lot of people in need. But we
think there are some more things we can do.
The vast majority of the millions of Ameri-
cans who qualify receive their money in a
lump-sum payment, like a refund, after they
file their taxes. But many of them, if they
have at least one child at home, could be
receiving the benefit for the current year
right now in their regular paychecks. By sim-
ply filling out a form with only four yes-or-
no questions, the W–5 form, qualifying work-
ers could be collecting as much as 60 percent
of this benefit due them in this way spread
throughout the year. That means extra
money when they need it to pay for groceries
or clothing or just to make ends meet be-
tween paydays.

We want qualifying Americans to know
about this option. In the coming weeks we’ll
be getting the word out to employers every-
where, but today we’re starting here in our
own backyard. In the Federal Government,
believe it or not, hundreds of thousands of
workers are eligible for the earned-income
tax credit. We want eligible Government
workers to be an example of how this pro-
gram can be used.

So today I am sending a memorandum to
all Cabinet Secretaries and agency heads, in-
structing them to get that word out, to get
their personnel and payroll offices on board
so that Government employees know about
the advance payment option for this earned-
income tax credit.

It’s our responsibility to help the people
who need it and who have earned it. This
is not a handout. It’s a helping hand. That’s
an important distinction. It gives some
breathing room to people who, day-in and
day-out, have done everything they could to
take care of their families, to make their own
way, to be self-supporting taxpayers.

I’ve met with many families already who’ve
benefited from this credit, and for some, it’s
helped with the most basic needs, food,
clothing, shelter. For others, it’s helped to
bridge the way from being a semiskilled job
holder to a better life with a better training
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